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Academic profile
Legal scholar specialising in public international law, human rights, and legal theory, focusing on structural violence, settler-colonial legal frameworks, and the systematic denial of access to education, water, and adequate housing under prolonged occupation, with particular attention to children’s rights and the human right to water in conflict-affected contexts.
EDUCATION  

 PhD in Law, The University of New South Wales, Sydney, Australia. 2017.

· Thesis: International law, water rights and hydro-hegemony: The role of international law in countering Israel’s hydro-hegemony in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

· Principal subjects: Public international law, International humanitarian law, International human rights law, International water law, hydro-politics, International environmental law and Transboundary water resources law. 
 
 LLM in private Law, An-Najah National University, Nablus, Palestine. 2011.

· Thesis: The licensing contract to exploit patents. 

· Principal subjects: Intellectual property law, Civil law and Commercial law.

 BA in Law, An-Najah National University, Nablus, Palestine. 2005. 


ACADEMIC AWARDS AND FUNDS 

· ACoRN Research Fellowship, University College Cork, Ireland, 2025.
· An-Najah National University Scientific Research fund, 2018. 
· Australian Awards Scholarship, 2013.



Employment and Experience 

Dates:		  		2021- Present

Occupation/Position: 	Director of the Master’s Program in International Law and Human Rights

Name and address of employer:   	An-Najah National University, Nablus, Palestine

· Main activities and responsibilities: 
· Academic leadership of the Master’s program in International Law and Human Rights, including curriculum design and review, program governance, quality assurance and accreditation, faculty coordination, postgraduate teaching, and supervision of master’s theses. 
Dates:                                                       2025 –  2026
Occupation/Position:		       Research Fellow 
Name and address of employer:                University College Cork – School of Law, Ireland.
· Main activities and responsibilities:
· Independent legal research under the ACoRN program at University College Cork on the impact of Israeli house demolitions on Palestinian children’s right to education, analysed through international humanitarian law, international human rights law, and structural violence, with a focus on discriminatory planning regimes and settler-colonial legal structures in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.
Dates:			                          	2021- 2023
 
Occupation/Position:			Postdoctoral Fellow

              Name and address of employer: 	Project ‘Young Palestinian Responses to House Demolition, British Academy, Northumbria University and An-Najah National University.

· Main activities and responsibilities: 

· Qualitative and participatory research on young Palestinians’ experiences of house demolitions in the West Bank, examining how children and youth interpret, remember, and anticipate demolition, and how everyday cultural practices and informal networks constitute forms of agency shaping well-being, lifelong learning, and social inclusion. The research informed dialogue and policy engagement with NGOs and schools.




Dates: 				2017 – Present

Occupation/Position: 		Assistant Professor

Name and address of employer:	An-Najah National University, Nablus, Palestine.  

· Teaching: Undergraduate and graduate teaching in international humanitarian law, human rights law, international water law, environmental law, legal research methods, and international organisations.
· Academic Service: Coordination of international academic cooperation programs; membership in faculty research and curriculum committees; supervision of undergraduate and postgraduate student research; coaching of the faculty team for the Philip C. Jessup International Law Moot Court Competition
Dates:                                  	             	2009-2013

Occupation/Position			Legal Advisor		

Name and address of employer	Palestinian Water Authority 

Main activities and responsibilities:

· Legal advisory work on water governance, including regulatory review, contract drafting, and the development of water-related legislation and policy frameworks.
			   
Publications 

· Journal Articles: 

· Taha S, Ayoub H, Sawafta R, Beshtawi A, Adas N, Saleh F, et al. (2026). Factors influencing access to primary healthcare services for refugee children under five in the Palestinian West Bank: a qualitative study with female caregivers. BMJ Global Health. 2026;11:e023124. https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjgh-2025-023124.

· Ahmed Beshtawi, Ahmed Abu Jafar. (2024). Mechanisms for enforcing the UN resolutions related to Israeli settlements in the Occupied Palestinian Territories in accordance with the rules of international law. Rule of Law and Anti-Corruption Journal.1(5). DOI: https://doi.org/10.70139/rolac.2023.1.5

· Ahmed Beshtawi, Nourhan Barahmi, Muath Madmouj. (2024). Evaluating the administrative detention policy between international standards and situation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory: The role of the Israeli supreme court in consolidating administrative detention against Palestinians. An-Najah University Journal for Research - B (Humanities), 38(4). https://doi.org/10.35552/0247.38.4.2182

· Mohamad Abualrob, Ahmed Beshtawi, Jawad Salman. (2023). Exploring Artificial Intelligence Criminal Liability: Navigating the Legal Frontier. The First Scientific Conference for the Faculty of Law at Lusail University: Law and the Artificial Intelligence. Sept. 12, 2023 - Sept. 15, 2023. Qatar. 

· Rachel Clarke, Reem Talhouk, Ahmed Beshtawi, Kefah Barham, Owen Boyle, Mark Griffiths, and Matt Baillie Smith. (2022). Decolonising in, by and through participatory design with political activists in Palestine. In Proceedings of the Participatory Design Conference 2022 - Volume 1 (PDC '22). Association for Computing Machinery, New York, NY, USA, 36–49. https://doi.org/10.1145/3536169.3537778


· Ahmed Beshtawi, Gabriela Cuadrado-Quesada. (2022). Draining International Water Law: Lessons from the Israel–Occupied Palestinian Territory Context, Arab Law Quarterly (published online ahead of print 2022). doi: https://doi.org/10.1163/15730255-bja10110

· Ahmed Beshtawi, (2020). The Human Right to Water and the Realization of Water Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. Utrecht Law Review, 16(2), pp.137–149. DOI: 10.36633/ulr.564

·     Ahmed Beshtawi; Bahaaalden Khwaireh. (2020). Judicial Review on the Decisions of the Non-Governmental Higher Education Institutions "Legal     Frameworks and Practical Benefits in Light of the Palestinian Legislation”, IUG Journal of Sharia and Law Studies, Islamic University Gaza. 1 (28) pp. 312-335

· Book chapters: 

· Human rights to water in the Occupied Palestinian Territory in Localizing the Sustainable Human Right to Water, Utrecht Centre for Water, Oceans and Sustainability law. (In printing)

Conferences and workshops

· Key speaker at seminar “When law plans inequality: How Israel’s planning regime denies Palestinian children’s right to education”.  Held at Center for Criminal Justice and Human Rights, University College Cork, Ireland, 26th November 2025. 

· Key speaker at seminar “Implementing international water law: Lessons from the Israel-Palestinian Occupied Territory context”. Held at IHE Delft Institute for Water Education, The Hague, Netherlands 28th May 2019.

· Palestinian Environment Week, workshop held at An-Najah National University 21st March 2019, Presentation “The regulation of environment in Palestinian laws”.
    
· International water law - Recent developments and the current challenges of water resources in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, Conference held at An-Najah National University, 24-25th October 2018. Member of the preparatory committee of the conference and presented a paper titled “Palestinian water rights under occupation”. 

· The Quest for Climate and Environmental Justice in Palestine: National Laws and International Parameters, Conference held at Birzeit University, 4th April 2018. Presented a paper titled “Evaluation of international environmental law in protecting Palestinian environment from Israeli hazardous wastes”. 

· Law, rights and resistance in Occupied Palestine, Symposium held at The University of New South Wales 24th April 2015. Member of the preparatory committee and session chairing.  

· Australian and New Zealand Society of International law postgraduate, workshop held in New Zealand in 1st July 2015, Presentation “Managing water under occupation and beyond: The case of Palestine”. 


PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

· Member of the Palestinian Bar Association. 

· Member of the Palestinian Environment Friends Association. 
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