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- Abstract |

The fig leaf spot caused by Alternaria alternata attacks fig
trees in the hill-regions of West Bank. A part of this study was carried
out on the susceptibility of local fig varieties to the disease during
two successive seasons in Nablus district (Palestine). Results showed
variability m the susceptibility ranging from highly to slightly
susceptible varieties. Classification . of these varieties was made
according to disease index based on percentage of disease incidence
on fig trees under field conditions. Accordingly, Himari (Himadi) and
Kurtmam were shown to be highly susceptible, whereas Inaki and
Swadi were moderately susceptible, but Kidari was slightly
susceptible. Such differences were also confirmed by carrying out a
susceptibility test to the disease under laboratory conditions using
same varieties. This test showed that Himari (Himadi) and Kurtmani
were highly susceptible to the disease, but Kidari was slightly
susceptible. Results on testing the efficacy of some fungicides and
Trichoderma strains against the disease showed that significant
differences between tested fungicides or Trichoderma strains were
obtained. Consequently, Difenoconazole proved to be the most
effective preventive fungicide against the disease, this significant
prevention was also provided by the strain Trichoderma-Th, of
Trichoderma harzianum. In addition, the tested formulation of
Metalaxyl + Mancozeb had a significant curative effect against the
disease. Due to the fact that chemical control with traditional
fungicides is currently adopted against the disease in fig tree
production areas, a control program comprising of chemical and
biological means may be applied. Such program may contain alternate
preventive sprays of the fungicide Difenoconazole and the
antagonistic fungal strain Trichoderma-Th; to prevent "the disease
incidence. However, under favorable weather conditions, curative
spray of Metalaxyl + Mancozeb could be applied to reduce the
infection with the disease.




