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The Semiotic Significations of Formal Innovation in Tamim Al-Barghouti’s
Poem: A Natural Matter
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Abstract:
This study explores the formal innovation in the
discourse of Tamim Al-Barghouti’s poem “A
Natural Matter” and its relation to the form of
content, revealing the harmony between the
syntactic and semantic structures of the text.
Employing narrative semiotics developed by A.
J. Greimas and further advanced by Joseph
Courtés, the study concludes that the poem’s
formal innovation creates a correspondence
between the form of expression and the form of
content. The traditional vertical form embodies
the state of siege imposed on the nation,
whereas the free verse form conveys programs
of manipulation aimed at breaking the siege and
achieving liberation.
Keywords: A. J. Greimas; Joseph Courtés;
Narrative Semiotics; Form of Expression; Form of
Content; Tamim Al-Barghouti’s Poem “A Natural
Matter”.
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Cesare Segre, The Style of Greimas and Its Transformations, translated by: John Meddemmen.

New Literary History, Vol. 20, No. 3, Greimassian Semiotics (Spring, 1989), p. 686.
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Algirdas Julien Greimas, Structural Semantics: An Attempt at a Method. Translated by
Daniele McDowell, University of Nebraska Press, 1983, P. 27.
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Algirdas Julien Greimas (1983), Structural Semantics: An Attempt at a
Method, Translated by Daniele McDowell, University of Nebraska Press, Lincoln.
Cesare Segre, The Style of Greimas and Its Transformations, translated by: John
Meddemmen. New Literary History, Vol. 20, No. 3, Greimassian Semiotics (Spring,
1989).




