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Abstract

Objectives: Medication non-adherence is a worldwide problem. The aim of this study was to assess the global research
output, research trends and topics that shaped medication adherence research. Methods: A bibliometric methodology was
applied. Keywords related to ‘medication adherence’ were searched in Scopus database for all times up to 31 December
2017. Retrieved data were analyzsd, and bibliometric indicators and maps were presented. Key findings: In total, 16 133
documents were retrieved. Most frequently encountered author keywords, other than adherence/compliance, were HIV,
hypertension, diabetes mellitus, schizophrenia, depression, osteoporosis, asthma and quality of life. The number of
documents published from 2008 to 2017 represented 62.0% (n = 10 005) of the total retrieved documents. The h-index of
the retrieved documents was 223. The USA ranked first (43.1%; n = 6959), followed by the UK (8.6%; n = 1384) and
Canada (4.5%; n = 796). The USA dominated the lists of active authors and institutions. Top active journals in publishing
research on medication adherence were mainly in the field of AIDS. Top-cited articles in the field focused on adherence to
anti-HIV medications, the impact of depression on medication adherence and barriers to adherence. Conclusion: Adherence
among HIV patients dominated the field of medication adherence. Research on medication adherence needs to be
strengthened in all countries and in different types of chronic diseases. Research collaboration should also be encouraged
to increase research activity on medication adherence in developing countries. © 2018 Royal Pharmaceutical Society
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